
2004
C

om
m

em
oration of 150 years of

Parliam
ent in N

ew Zealand

1852
C

onstitution Act passed by Britain

1853
First elections held for 37 m

em
bers of

H
ouse of Representatives

1854
Parliam

entarians gather in Auckland
for the first opening of Parliam

ent on
the 24th of M

ay

1854
‘Responsible governm

ent’ achieved,
in which governm

ents form
ed from

m
ajority in H

ouse of Representatives

1856
‘C

om
pact’ agreed to, in which political,

financial relationship between central and
provincial governm

ents resolved

1858
W

ellington Provincial C
ouncil

cham
bers built, soon to becom

e
Parliam

ent Buildings

1865
Seat of governm

ent and Parliam
ent m

oves to W
ellington

1867
C

reation of 4 M
aori seats and separate

franchise – now 74 M
Ps

1870
Secret ballot im

plem
ented

1876
Abolition of provinces, leaving central
governm

ent as single legislative
authority1879

U
niversal m

ale suffrage; parliam
entary

term
 reduced from

 five to three years

1890
Reduction in num

ber of M
Ps from

 95 to 74

1893
Fem

ale suffrage1899
G

eneral A
ssem

bly Library building
constructed

1902
N

um
ber of M

Ps increased to 80

1907
Fire of 11 D

ecem
ber destroys m

uch
of Parliam

ent Buildings

1912
N

ew Parliam
ent H

ouse begun

1918
Parliam

ent m
oves into

incom
plete Parliam

ent H
ouse

1919
W

om
en eligible to becom

e M
Ps

1933
First wom

an M
P,

Elizabeth M
cC

om
bs

1936
Radio broadcasting of Parliam

ent
com

m
enced

1950
A

bolition of Legislative C
ouncil

1969
N

um
ber of M

Ps increased to 84;
frequent upwards adjustm

ent from
now on due to population growth in
N

orth Island; voting age lowered to
20 years

1974
Voting age lowered to 18 years

1979
G

overnm
ent m

oves into Beehive

1986
Royal C

om
m

ission on electoral
system

 recom
m

ends M
M

P

1991
Parliam

ent m
oves into

tem
porary Bowen H

ouse
cham

ber while buildings
refurbished; returns to
cham

ber in 1996

1993
N

um
ber of M

Ps reaches 99

1996
M

M
P electoral system

im
plem

ented; 120 M
Ps
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150 YEA
RS

of Parliam
ent in N

ew
 Zealand


